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When each period is conventionally dated (Wikipedia). Periods overlap and the dates are rounded.

Medieval c. 500–1400

Renaissance c. 1400–1600

Baroque c. 1600–1750

Classical c. 1750–1820

Romantic

20th-century 1901–2000

Dates of the narrow bars: Romantic the 19th century

Where this site files composers, by year of birth (numbers as in the key)

11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88

Open Opus composers, born to died (pattern = Open Opus’s period). Names link to the composer pages.

Léonin 1135–1201
Pérotin 1160–1236

Dufay 1400–1474
Des Prez 1450–1521

Janequin 1485–1558
Palestrina 1525–1594
Lassus 1532–1594

Gesualdo 1561–1613
Monteverdi 1567–1643

Schütz 1585–1672
Lully 1632–1687

Purcell 1659–1695
Couperin 1668–1733

Vivaldi 1678–1741
Rameau 1683–1764

Scarlatti 1685–1757
Handel 1685–1759

Bach 1685–1750
Gluck 1714–1787

Haydn 1732–1809
Mozart 1756–1791

Beethoven 1770–1827
Rossini 1792–1868

Schubert 1797–1828
Berlioz 1803–1869

Mendelssohn 1809–1847
Chopin 1810–1849

Schumann 1810–1856
Liszt 1811–1886
Verdi 1813–1901

Wagner 1813–1883
Franck 1822–1890

Bruckner 1824–1896
Smetana 1824–1884

Borodin 1833–1887
Brahms 1833–1897

Saint-Saëns 1835–1921
Mussorgsky 1839–1881
Tchaikovsky 1840–1893

Dvořák 1841–1904
Grieg 1843–1907

Rimsky-Korsakov 1844–1908
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This page: composers born before 1850 (periods 1–6). Page 2 has the composers born from 1850 on. In the top lane, a dashed outline means approximate dates, and

an arrow means the period runs past the edge of this page or is still going. A dashed composer bar means the composer is still living. A bar’s pattern is the period

Open Opus gives the composer, which can differ from the filing band by birth year.

Periods and excerpts: Wikipedia (CC BY-SA 4.0, shared under the same licence). Composers, years and period labels: Open Opus (public domain).
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http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/le/leonin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/pe/perotin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gu/guillaume-dufay
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/jo/josquin-des-prez
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/cl/clement-janequin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gi/giovanni-pierluigi-da-palestrina
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/or/orlande-de-lassus
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ca/carlo-gesualdo
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/cl/claudio-monteverdi
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/he/heinrich-schutz
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/je/jean-baptiste-lully
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/he/henry-purcell
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/francois-couperin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/an/antonio-vivaldi
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/je/jean-philippe-rameau
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/do/domenico-scarlatti
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ge/george-frideric-handel
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/jo/johann-sebastian-bach
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ch/christoph-willibald-von-gluck
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/franz-joseph-haydn
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/wo/wolfgang-amadeus-mozart
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/lu/ludwig-van-beethoven
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gi/gioachino-rossini
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/franz-schubert
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/he/hector-berlioz
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fe/felix-mendelssohn
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/frederic-chopin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ro/robert-schumann
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/franz-liszt
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gi/giuseppe-verdi
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ri/richard-wagner
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ce/cesar-franck
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/an/anton-bruckner
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/be/bedrich-smetana
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/al/alexander-borodin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/jo/johannes-brahms
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ca/camille-saint-saens
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/mo/modest-mussorgsky
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/py/pyotr-ilyich-tchaikovsky
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/an/antonin-dvorak
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ed/edvard-grieg
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ni/nikolai-rimsky-korsakov
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://openopus.org/


Music history timeline, 1000–2025 Page 2 of 2: Late Romantic to today, 1850–2025 · 35 composers

1850 1875 1900 1925 1950 1975 2000 2025

1 Medieval 2 Renaissance 3 Baroque 4 Classical 5 Early Romantic

6 Romantic 7 Late Romantic 8 20th Century 9 Post-War 10 21st Century

When each period is conventionally dated (Wikipedia). Periods overlap and the dates are rounded.

Romantic the 19th century

20th-century 1901–2000

Contemporary since 1945

21st-century since 2000

Where this site files composers, by year of birth (numbers as in the key)

77 88 99 1010

Open Opus composers, born to died (pattern = Open Opus’s period). Names link to the composer pages.

Janacek 1854–1928

Elgar 1857–1934

Puccini 1858–1924

Mahler 1860–1911

Debussy 1862–1918

Nielsen 1865–1931

Sibelius 1865–1957

Rachmaninoff 1873–1943

Schoenberg 1874–1951

Ives 1874–1954

Ravel 1875–1937

Falla 1876–1946

Bartók 1881–1945

Stravinsky 1882–1971

Webern 1883–1945

Berg 1885–1935

Villa-Lobos 1887–1959

Martinů 1890–1959

Prokofiev 1891–1953

Milhaud 1892–1974

Gershwin 1898–1937

Poulenc 1899–1963

Copland 1900–1990

Shostakovich 1906–1975

Messiaen 1908–1992

Britten 1913–1976

Lutoslawski 1913–1994

Ginastera 1916–1983

Ligeti 1923–2006

Boulez 1925–2016

Schnittke 1934–1998

Pärt b. 1935

Reich b. 1936

Glass b. 1937

Adams b. 1947
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This page: composers born in 1850 or later (periods 7–10). Page 1 has the composers born before 1850. In the top lane, a dashed outline means approximate dates,

and an arrow means the period runs past the edge of this page or is still going. A dashed composer bar means the composer is still living. A bar’s pattern is the

period Open Opus gives the composer, which can differ from the filing band by birth year.

Periods and excerpts: Wikipedia (CC BY-SA 4.0, shared under the same licence). Composers, years and period labels: Open Opus (public domain).

musictheoryprint.com/charts/music-history-timeline

musictheoryprint.com · free to print and share 2 / 2

http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/le/leos-janacek
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ed/edward-elgar
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gi/giacomo-puccini
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gu/gustav-mahler
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/cl/claude-debussy
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ca/carl-nielsen
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/je/jean-sibelius
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/se/sergei-rachmaninoff
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ar/arnold-schoenberg
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ch/charles-ives
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ma/maurice-ravel
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ma/manuel-de-falla
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/be/bela-bartok
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ig/igor-stravinsky
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/an/anton-webern
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/al/alban-berg
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/he/heitor-villa-lobos
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/bo/bohuslav-martinu
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/se/sergei-prokofiev
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/da/darius-milhaud
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ge/george-gershwin
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/fr/francis-poulenc
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/aa/aaron-copland
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/dm/dmitri-shostakovich
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ol/olivier-messiaen
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/be/benjamin-britten
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/wi/witold-lutoslawski
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/al/alberto-ginastera
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/gy/gyorgy-ligeti
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/pi/pierre-boulez
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/al/alfred-schnittke
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ar/arvo-part
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/st/steve-reich
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/ph/philip-glass
http://127.0.0.1:8923/composers/jo/john-adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://openopus.org/

